Abstract. Pierre Valiron was "a great scientist, a great thinker, a great man", prematurely taken away from us. His spirit lives, and his legacy, both scientific and personal, is still with us.
EPJ Web of Conferences or so, which he designed himself -with a soldering iron in hand if need be-serving a more limited number of teams working in entirely different fields of research.
On a daily basis, his mind was constantly alert, testing new ideas on anyone he would cross in the corridor, or asking "naive" questions which could embarrass the most senior seminar speakers. He was unanimously recognized as a "Master of quantum chemistry", whom many people consulted. He never left a question without answer, even if that meant months of theoretical developments and computing. His intellectual rigor and unfailing honesty gave him a unparalleled competence and oversight. Again, modesty prevailed constantly; he was always responsive and available to people, not only colleagues, and always put as a high priority to solve organizational and personal problems in a positive way, and to keep in mind the need for the common good, either within the lab, or in the professional union he was a member of.
We also remember his indomitable courage when illness struck him. Throughout his ordeal, he continued to be active in science, as much as he could. When we visited him at the hospital or at his home when he was forced to rest, after a quick exchange of news about him and his family he always asked news about science, about the lab, about Astromol's projects and students. The real moment of relief for us came when he took some vacations with his wife Odile to ski -he was also an experienced skier and loved hiking in the moutains-, only to break his left leg. Then we thought he had really recovered ! Unfortunately, all medical and personal efforts were eventually defeated, after one difficult year of struggle.
For all those who had the privilege to know him, even like me over a too short period of time of only five years, he was simply "a great scientist, a great thinker, a great man", prematurely taken away from us. His spirit lives, and his legacy, both scientific and personal, is still with us.
